Work stops at Brio pit after release

The Brio Site Task Force and the En-
vironmental Protection Agency agree on
only one thing involving the S y morn-
ing toxic release from the Brio site: work
had to be stopped at the pit where the
release occurred.

The automatic shutdown occurred after
dichloroethane was detected at the South-
bend fence line and at an off-site monitor
located in Southbend.

It is not known at this time how long
work on Pit R will be stopped.

Though the release did not exceed health
level criteria for 12 hours in the communi-
ty, EPA project manager John Meyer said
EPA could see the level would exceed the
recommendation if the work were not
suspended.

The release inside the Pit R enclosure
was termed immediately dangerous to life
and health.

The IDLH level is reached when the
chemical reading reaches 1,000 parts per
million, as it did inside the pit enclosure.

The carbon filters which are supposed to
filter out the chemicals overloaded and
caused the release.

Brio spokesperson J.J. Goldman said, *‘It
simply represents a number that tells you
what your next step is. In this case it was
to shut down and evaluate your.systems,
procedures and equipment.’’

EPA'’s Superfund manager Stan Hitt said

the release ‘‘far exceeds’’ what EPA ex-
pected. Hitt said he had only heard of a
similar situation one time before, and that
was in California.

Goldman said, ‘*This (release) is typical
of start-up activities.”’

Dichloroethane is toxic to kidneys and
the liver and can cause central nervous
system disorders, dermatitis and is a
suspected carcinogen.

Dichloroethane is also a teratogen, which
can cause deformed fetuses.

Hitt said EPA was particularly con-
cerned over the safety of workers at the
Brio Superfund site and is requiring the
BSTF look at new air handling equipment.

“‘EPA is on top of it,”" Hitt said, adding
that all safety precautions would be
required.

The weekend release came from between
6 and 7 feet within Pit R.

Brio activist Marie Flickinger thanked
Congressman Tom DeLay and the federal
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry for responding to community re-

quests for off-site monitoring.

*“Until recently, there would have been
no monitoring within the community,”
Flickinger said.

The stop work on Pit R is not related to
a possible stop work order associated with
the emergency response stop work order.
(See related story, this page.)




