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537 WRITE ON

Who is H.E.L.P.
trying to help?

Who is H.E.L.P. helping? Are the
members of the organization really trying
to help the Southbend homeowners or are
they trying to destroy a neighborhood?

Some members of this organization have
resorted to somewhat questionable methods
in recruiting support. They have gone as
far as intimidate and frighten happy home-
owners in the neighborhood with their un-
founded propaganda stating that our lives
and the lives of our children are in danger.
If these people truely believed that there
was a definite danger in living here why
haven’t they moved? If it was me, and I
believed that my health and the health of
my children were at stake, I wouldn’t give
a second thought to leaving my house
behind.

It is the feeling of more and more home
owners here in Southbend that H.E.L.P. is
no longer helping, but hurting the neighbor-
hood. Also, why do they insist in harass-
ing the homeowners who don’t believe we
are going to die living here, and the peo-
ple who don’t believe the school should be
closed.

At some of the meetings they have held,
statements were made that if you openly
disagreed with what they were saying that
you would be physically thrown out. Why
don’t they allow themselves to be re-
corded making some of the statements they
are making. Why do they frighten prospec-

tive home buyers by telling them that they

shouldn’t buy a home out here. Is that really
helping Southbend?

I cannot speak for everyone here in
Southbend but I know there are more peo-
ple who are tired of H.E.L.P’S “*help”’
than there are H.E.L.P. members.

Cynthia Vasek

Let the teachers
speak privately

Last year PISD put together a Bilingual
Task Force to study the problems that
exist in the program. During the year the
Texas Education Agency came to the dis-
trict to determine if the needs of the
students in the program were being met.
After speaking with teachers privately it
was found that problems did exist and the
district was instructed as to how to remedy
the situation. Hence the district has made
some changes in the program.

This year, TEA has returned to the
district again to review the bilingual pro-
gram. However, instead of the teachers be-
ing able to speak with the TEA representa-
tive privately, an administrator was pres-
ent. At one school the attorney was even
present. As a parent, I wonder why
teachers were not permitted to speak
privately to TEA. Is this an intimidation
technique being used to keep hidden pro-
blems that exist in the program? If they are
intimidating teachers in the bilingual pro-
gram, are they doing it in other areas as
well?

I don’t know about you, but T respect a
teacher’s opinion and if he or she feels there
is an area in a program which needs im-
provement in order to serve the needs of
my child, I want the teacher to feel
welcome in speaking her mind. Isn’t it
time, as a community, to get involved in
the education of our children, and demand
that the teachers receive more respect from
the administration. Shouldn’t we demand
that this intimidation be stopped?

Liz Murillo
Hispanic Advisory Committee
President



