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Signing of the Brio Con-
sent Decree means the
South Belt area becomes
home for a hazardous waste
incinerator.

According to the Brio
Task Force, several months
of design will be needed -
before a final incineration
schedule is completed. Sev-
eral test burns will take
place_ before full-time in-
cineration begins. .

Several other South Belt
area groups have also
sought intervention, in-
cluding Municipal Utility
District 13 and Homes, En-
vironment and Lives in
Peril (H.E.L.P,).

Last week Hittner denied
M.U.D. 13’s intervention

on,a technicality until a
notice to declare an intent to
intervene is filed in the
court. That matter is being
resolved.

Southbend Utility Dis-
trict’s intervention request
is also under consideration.
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Editors note: Children know more about
the environment than some adults give them
credit. The following are some suggestions
Jrom an area fifth-grader.

The Earth is our home. If we don’t stop
using up so many natural resources, soon
there won’t be any left for the future. You
can help to save our precious planet.

Recycle your aluminum cans, plastics,
newspapers, and tin. Start a compost pile
of food scraps such as apple cores, egg-
shells, and even the grass that you mow.

You don’t have to throw everything

away. Whenever you go to the grocery
store, take your own bag instead of using
the store’s. There’s a lot of ways to save
. the Barth and environment. If you haven’t
started, now is the time to do so. Save our

- planet! -
X Katie O’Brien
Jamison Middle School
‘ Fifth grade
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It would “appear CCISD’s attorney,
David Feldman is having another pros-
perous year with Vinson & Elkins. The
district’s board again overspent their budget
for legal fees for the *89-'90 school year.
At budget time, the board felt it necessary
to increase this budget item by some 66 per-
cent. When I asked the board why, the
answer was. they -had “overspent by this
amount for'the se¢ond year running. Mr.
Feldman must be considered one of Vin-
son & Elkins’ brightest stars.

Our school board accepted Mr. Feld-
man’s recommendation to hire Pilko and
Associates, (another Vinson & Elkins
client) for an *‘independent’ review of
Brio/Weber elementary health issues at a
cost of $13,000. With Mr. Feldman’s help,
the board directed Pilko to review Brio site
data, and conduct very limited testing at the
school. Not surprisingly, Pilko found no
present health problem for kids attending
Weber, '

Less than three weeks later, Dr. Patricia
Bufiler, noted epidemiologist with UTMB-
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Houston, working for The Agency for Tox-
ic Substances and Disease Registry
(ASTDR), concluded that Brio/DOP site
characterization data was inadequate and
that potential sources of €Xposure may not
have been addressed. If substantiated by the
recommended follow-up investigation, the
$135,000 report-is worse than worthless.

Worse than worthless because if a future
school board decides to sue the developers
who sold them the Weber school site, their
own report will likely be used against them.
As it stands now, CCISD would be up
against Mr. Feldman’s Vinson & Elkins
colleagues or, perhaps Mr. Feldman
himself. :

You see, Vinson & Elkins represents
Farm and Home Savings Association,
developers of the subdivision where Weber
is located. Surprised?

In May, I publicly urged the board to
replace Vinson & Elkins as CCISD at-
torney. I appeared before the board and
made several suggestions as to methods to
reduce attorney fees to no-avail. At the
September budget meeting I questioned the
whopping increase in legal fees while cut-
ting the budget for library books. With the
many conflict of interest issues raised, what
is the benefit to district taxpayers from
keeping Mr. Feldman in such an influen-
tial position as board attorney? It’s become
abundantly clear that this board doesn’t
have good answers for tough questions.



